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Activity 5.3    Your Name:                              
You Can’t Say, “You Can’t Play”
One problem that comes up during free play is children denying participation by other children. Sometimes this rejection has little (but not nothing) to do with the child himself and is limited instead by the lack of space remaining or some such. But sometimes the same children are denied participation repeatedly, even automatically. This is discrimination. As we’ve already said, you cannot allow this. You must make the classroom a safe and welcoming place for everyone.
But there’s a lot of credence given to the freedom to choose one’s own associates. How can these two, conflicting values - freedom of association and freedom from discrimination - be reconciled in your classroom?
Vivian Paley confronted this issue in her kindergarten. Read the file You Can’t Say “You Can’t Play” in the library. Then respond to the prompts below.
1. What does Paley say about play groups and what thinking supports her position?

2. When Paley began her experiment, she didn’t have the class rule “you can’t say ‘you can’t play.’” Let’s assume you won’t have this rule in the classroom you teach in next either. In that case… how would you handle this situation?
Jeff and Carlo are playing with the blocks. They have built an extensive city and several kids are looking on. Macio kneels down and starts building alongside Jeff. Carlo shouts, “We’re playing here!” When Macio doesn’t move, Jeff gives him a little shove. “Go away, Macio,” he says. “These are ours!”
Save your work to your computer, then email it to info@patricianananderson.com. Put Activity 5.3 in the subject line.
