
Typical Behaviors at Different Ages 
 
Infants (1- to 12-month-olds) tend to: 

 Communicate their needs through crying.   

 Drop things, often on purpose. Then they expect you to pick it up and give it back. 

 Be messy. They cannot pick up after themselves or feed themselves neatly.   

 Request that you pick them up and hold them a lot.   

 Put everything within reach into their mouths.   

 Do not understand being told to stop what they are doing.   

 Practice new skills and repeat new experiences with enthusiasm and perseverance. When they learn 
to bang things together, they bang everything! When they learn to crawl, they crawl everywhere!   

 
Toddlers (1- to 2 1/2-year-olds) tend to: 

 Endlessly ask “Why?”, say “No!” and say, “Mine!” 

 Repeat the same activity many times.   

 Have a short memory for rules or details, requiring frequent reminders. 

 Want to do things for themselves, even when they do not have the skills to do so successfully. This 
frustrates them.   

 Have short memories and need lots of reminders.   

 Get upset by disrupted routines.   

 Grab things from another child if they want it.   

 Test their physical limits by climbing, running, and pulling themselves up on things, sometimes getting 
into predicaments.   

 Be distracted easily.   

 Solve disputes physically because they have not fully mastered language. 

 Do not have the ability to see things from another person’s point of view. 

 Have good intentions but poorly developed motor skills.   
 
Preschoolers (2 1⁄2- to 5-year-olds) tend to: 

 Increasingly feel they are “all grown up” and know everything. They want to make their own choices 
and have control over their time, clothes, food, toys, and friends.   

 Become social. They spend increasing time playing with each other. They look to each other rather 
than adults for approval.   

 Begin to develop friendships. Two children will be best friends one minute and exclude each other 
from play or call each other names the next. 

 Be sophisticated enough in their language use that they play with words. 

 They mimic other people and experiment with bad language.   

 Become silly with each other, begin to tell jokes.   

 Be curious about each other’s bodies.   

 Imitate violent, strong role models in their fantasy play.   

 Have less need for precise routines or orderly procedures, especially as they turn four and five.   

 Begin to develop a sense of personal and cultural identity.   
 
School-Age (5- to 12-year-olds) tend to: 

 Be more strongly influenced by their peers than by adults.   

 Take interest in their appearance and what other people think of them. 

 Embarrass easily and are slow to admit that they do not know something. 

 Prefer to spend most of their time with children the same gender as themselves. Often they express 
dislike for the opposite sex.   

 Be able to read.   

 Be capable of prolonged attention.   

 Have a vocabulary of more than 5,000 words.   

 Have a growing capability for thought, reasoning, and problem solving.   


